Left Subclavian Arterial Coverage and Stroke During Thoracic Aortic Endografting: A Systematic Review.
Stroke is a devastating complication of thoracic endovascular aortic repair (TEVAR). Whether left subclavian artery (LSA) coverage and LSA revascularization affect stroke rate is debated. Whether patients with aneurysms or dissections undergoing TEVAR have higher stroke rates is also debated. We report a systematic review of 63 studies comprising more than 3,000 patients. We conclude that stroke risk after TEVAR is increased by LSA coverage, and that LSA revascularization reduces stroke risk. LSA revascularization may lower the rate of posterior stroke. TEVAR for aneurysm is associated with increased stroke risk compared to TEVAR for dissection.